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The "literal, inerrant" reading of the biblical texts is a much more 
recent approach to reading the Bible than more critical methods. With 
the advent of scientific and archaeological studies that seemed to 
contradict aspects of the Christian canon, some responded with fear. 
This began slightly over one-hundred years ago. A critical approach 
that looks at the Bible and asks the following kinds of questions, 
allows us to avoid checking our brains at the door.

• Who wrote this book or subsection of the Bible?
• Who did they write it to?
• Why did they write it?
• What was the social and historical context of their lives?
• Why did the writer choose to write in the particular literary style?

This approach allows us to use the brains we have been given, 
accept science (yes, including evolution), and understand the 
meaning of the text better. This approach is much older (though it, too 
has evolved as humanity has learned more) than the "literal, 
inerrant," "God said it, I believe it, That settles it," kind of approach.

An intelligent, rational approach allows us to open ourselves to the 
truths in the stories and beliefs of ancient peoples. If we then read 
prayerfully and in community, we may hear a new message from the 
Divine for our times.

In Service of the One,

G O O D  N E W S
September 2017

432 Ferry St. SW, Albany, OR
www.fccalbany.com      541-926-8606     fccalbany@comcast.net

Tim’s Talk
You Don’t Have to Check 

Your Brain at the Door

“Historically the 
church has 

understood the 
nature of 

Scripture much 
the same as it has 
understood the 

person of Christ—
the Bible is at the 
same time both 

human and 
divine.” 

Gordon D. Fee, How to Read 
the Bible for All It's Worth

http://www.fccalbany.com
mailto:fccalbany@comcast.net
http://www.fccalbany.com
mailto:fccalbany@comcast.net
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September 10 
Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
(Tim preaching, Pop-up Choir) 

September 17 
Genesis 21:1-3, 22:1-14 
(Tim preaching, Choir) 

September 24 
Pet Blessing 
Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23; 28:10-17 
(Renee Windsor-White, preaching) 

October 1 
Exodus 2:23-25; 3:1-15; 4:10-17 
(Tim preaching, Pop-up Choir) 

October 8 
Exodus 16:1-18 
(Tim preaching) 

October 15 
1 Samuel 3:1-21 
(Tim preaching, Choir) 

October 22 
1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 51:10-14 
(Douglass Anne preaching) 

October 29 
1 Kings 5:1-5; 8:1-13 
(Douglass Anne preaching) 

Scripture & Preaching & Choir Schedule

These are the same scripture readings for BOTH the 8 a.m. and the 10:10 a.m. services. 
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Church Happenings

Connect with a Pastor
Rev. Tim Graves, Lead Pastor                                    Rev Douglass Anne, Pastor
541-223-7562 call or text                                               541-286-5085 call or text
rev.timgraves@gmail.com                                             fccrevda@gmail.com
facebook.com/timothygraves 

Sunday, September 10 
@ 11:45 AM

mailto:rev.timgraves@gmail.com
mailto:fccrevda@gmail.com
http://facebook.com/timothygraves
mailto:rev.timgraves@gmail.com
mailto:fccrevda@gmail.com
http://facebook.com/timothygraves
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Social Justice Team Organizes & Structures Work
In the chart below, the “Social Justice Team” 
circle represents the whole team. The team is 
anyone who chooses to attend the as-needed 
Social Justice Team meetings or supports 
social justice ministries.

Each of the colorful bubbles in the chart identify 
an area which is currently being addressed. 
These areas will come and go in response to 
changing needs, conclusion of tasks, and 
passions of those within the church. Some sub-
groups will be more long term than others.

Each sub-group has one or two identified 
people who have agreed to be points-of-contact 

regarding that area. The pastors serve as 
resources to all sub-groups though they may be 
involved in some more heavily than others. 
Each sub-group is self-organizing, “doing 
justice” (Micah 6:8) as they decide. Each sub-
group keeps the pastors and the Social Justice 
Team informed of their ministries via meetings, 
emails, or other forms of communication.

Wanna help? Contact the person in the 
bubble. Passionate about an area of Social 
Justice not listed? Talk with one of the 
pastors about how to proceed.
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Rachel Woitt, Shanna Jenne, and Tim Graves attended 
Transgender Justice 101 at Ainsworth United Church of 
Christ last month. The participants of this training 
sponsored by Basic Rights Oregon was protested by a 
couple of men screaming hate speech. We have much 
work to do in our affirmation of LGBTQ+ people.


Basic Rights Oregon’s Statewide Leadership is in Eugene 
this year. Several within the church have already 
expressed an interest in attending including Pastor Tim. 
Please let Tim know if you plan to join us.


More information about the event is available at http://
www.basicrights.org/event/basic-rights-oregon-statewide-
leadership-summit-2/ 

Saturday, October 7

9 a.m. to 5 p.m.


Unitarian Universalist Church, Eugene

Registration: $20

Respectful Transgender Terms 

PROBLEMATIC: 
"transgenders," "a transgender”

PREFERRED: 
"transgender people," "a transgender person”

Transgender should be used as an adjective, 
not as a noun. Do not say, "Tony is a 

transgender," or "The parade included many 
transgenders." Instead say, "Tony is a 

transgender person," or "The parade included 
many transgender people." 

PROBLEMATIC: 
"transgendered" 
PREFERRED: 
“transgender"

The word transgender never needs the 
extraneous "ed" at the end of the word. In fact, 
such a construction is grammatically incorrect. 
Only verbs can be transformed into participles 

by adding "-ed" to the end of the word, and 
transgender is an adjective, not a verb. 

PROBLEMATIC: 
"sex change," "pre-operative," "post-operative" 

PREFERRED: “transition"

 
Referring to a sex change operation, or using 

terms such as pre- or post-operative, 
inaccurately suggests that one must have 
surgery in order to truly change one's sex. 

PROBLEMATIC: "hermaphrodite" 
PREFERRED: "intersex person" 

The word "hermaphrodite" is an outdated, 
stigmatizing and misleading word, usually used 

to sensationalize intersex people. 

DEFAMATORY TERMINOLOGY 

Defamatory: "deceptive," "fooling," 
"pretending," "posing," or "masquerading" 
Gender identity is an integral part of a person's 
identity. Please do not characterize transgender 
people as "deceptive," as "fooling" other people, 

or as "pretending" to be, "posing" or 
"masquerading" as a man or a woman. Such 

descriptions are extremely insulting. 

Defamatory: "she-male," "he-she," "it," 
"trannie," "tranny," "gender-bender"  
These words only serve to dehumanize 

transgender people and should not be used.

Source: Basic Rights Oregon

Three Attend Transgender 101 Training;  
Plan Now To Attend LGBTQ+ Rights Conference in October 

http://www.basicrights.org/event/basic-rights-oregon-statewide-leadership-summit-2/
http://www.basicrights.org/event/basic-rights-oregon-statewide-leadership-summit-2/
http://www.basicrights.org/event/basic-rights-oregon-statewide-leadership-summit-2/
http://www.basicrights.org/event/basic-rights-oregon-statewide-leadership-summit-2/
http://www.basicrights.org/event/basic-rights-oregon-statewide-leadership-summit-2/
http://www.basicrights.org/event/basic-rights-oregon-statewide-leadership-summit-2/
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“What does the Lord require of you, but to 
do justice, to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8).  This 
year’s stewardship theme “Journey to 
Generosity” picks up on the notion that we are 
sent on a mission to reveal the Realm of God.  
Jesus sent out the twelve to heal and preach 
and minister which shows that God’s Realm 
seeks to bring wholeness to the world in which 
we live. As followers of Jesus, we too are to 
model this generosity as we journey on in 
faithfulness. 

“Stewardship is the process of saying, ‘this is 
what I have, and this is how I’m going to use it 
in this world’.  When we are asked to give our 
offerings at church, we are called to take stock 
of everything we have received from God…to 
dedicate what we have been given to the 
service of God and God’s people….we ask that 
God would use us to bring light, grace and 
peace to a world that needs all of those things 
so badly.” (From, Glorify; reclaiming the heart of 
progressive Christianity, by Emily C. Heath.)

We have just completed four workshops on 
stewardship and money at the 9 o’clock hour 
that has opened up wonderful discussions 
about how we use our money to express our 
values and priorities; how we can use money 
as a resource; and how to look at all the ways 
that we can give through sharing the various 
gifts that God has given to each of us as 
individuals.

Watch for It  -  In September you will be getting 
a letter asking for your help and to welcome 
members of the Stewardship Team to visit you 
and in order to share what we have been 
learning about stewardship in the broader 
sense.  We will explore together how we as a 
church can discover “what does the Lord 
require of” us…and how can we make it 
happen in our community and in our world. 

The Stewardship Team

The disciples came  
and asked,  

“Why did you tell stories?”  
He replied:  

to create readiness,  
to nudge the people 

toward receptive insight.  
(Matthew 13:10,13)

Reconciliation Offering
September 24 & October 1

Reconciliation is the Pro-Reconciling, Anti-Racism 
Initiative within the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). The Initiative calls us to practice faithfulness 
with regard to the elimination of racism, which exists 
in all manifestations of the church, to discern the 
presence and nature of racism as sin, to develop 
strategies to eradicate it, and to work toward racial 
reconciliation.

For more information visit:
• www.reconciliationministry.org
• http://gadisciples.wpengine.com/resolutions/

2017/ga-1721/

http://www.reconciliationministry.org
http://gadisciples.wpengine.com/resolutions/2017/ga-1721/
http://gadisciples.wpengine.com/resolutions/2017/ga-1721/
http://www.reconciliationministry.org
http://gadisciples.wpengine.com/resolutions/2017/ga-1721/
http://gadisciples.wpengine.com/resolutions/2017/ga-1721/
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Love to Sing? Join the Rehearsed or a Pop-Up Choir
As summer comes to a close, we are beginning the following schedule:

Pop-Up Choir will perform one Sunday a month. If you like to sing, just show up on 
Sunday at 9:30 for a quick rehearsal, and sing in the 10:10 service. Upcoming dates 
are:
• September 10 
• October 1
• Nov. 19. 

Rehearsed Choir will rehearse twice and 
perform one Sunday a month. If you like to 
sing, attend the rehearsals and perform on 
the indicated Sundays. Their schedule:

• Rehearse Sept. 6 & 13; Perform 9/17
• Rehearse Oct. 4 & 11; Perform Oct. 15
• Rehearse Nov. 1 & 8; Perform Nov. 8
• Rehearse Dec. 6 & 13; Perform Dec. 17

Special Music will be scheduled as frequently as possible on Sundays that neither 
choir sings. 

Pastor Douglass Anne will direct both the pop-up and rehearsed choirs. Our 
experiences with this approach will continue to inform how we move forward as a 
church. Please see the July newsletter for more information on the music program. 
http://fccalbany.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/July2017News.pdf

Holy Sips:

http://fccalbany.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/July2017News.pdf
http://fccalbany.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/July2017News.pdf
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Help Wanted: Custodian 
This person will be responsible for general cleaning and maintenance of the church 
building. 15-17 hours per week. Pay starts at $13.00/hour. If you or someone you know is 
interested, please contact the church office.


Help Wanted: AV Technician 
This person will be responsible for the prep, set up, monitoring, and take down of audio 
and visual equipment for the 10:10 worship service as well as special events. 2-3 hours 
per week. Pay starts at $10.25/hour. If you or someone you know is interested, please 
contact the church office. Interviews have already started for both positions.

Pastors Assume Worship-in-the-Round Leadership 
Tim and Douglass Anne will lead Worship in the 
Round, starting Sept. 10. They will alternate Sundays. 
Graham Kislingbury will provide back-up leadership, 
as needed. 


Writes Graham, “When I agreed to lead Worship in 
the Round in December 2014, I had no ending point 
in mind. Now that we’re through the long transition 
and have the stable guidance of two creative and 
passionate pastors, this seems like the perfect time 
for me to step back. 


I want to thank all of you for allowing me to lead over 
the past 2 1/2 years. It’s been a wonderful journey with you, exploring scriptures and trying 
new songs and ways to worship. I’m especially grateful that you’ve put up with my 
journalistic theology.”

Resourcing People in Need 
Rachel Woitt has taken on the role of helping to 
resource those with need in our community.


Rachel needs some help to continue and expand this 
project. She is looking for people who are interested 
in helping to distribute hygiene kits at the Community 
Meal each week. She is also always accepting 
donations for the hygiene kits. This includes travel 
sized shampoo/conditioner, soap, wipes, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, etc. For a full list of 
acceptable donations please email the church office. 
If you are interested in helping with any of these 
things, please email Rachel at 
milofreak101@yahoo.com.


Particular needs at this time: Razors, condoms, single packets of medical items, and 
combs

mailto:milofreak101@yahoo.com
mailto:milofreak101@yahoo.com
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Learn + Organize + Care

Welcome to the Family, Linda! 
Please welcome our newest member, Linda Dent. Here is 
her contact information:

533 4th St. #5, 

Albany 97321

225-363-5198

dunkinlinda@gmail.com

mailto:dunkinlinda@gmail.com
mailto:dunkinlinda@gmail.com
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Thank You

Thanks to Shanna Jenne for all the work she did 
to put on three Ice Cream Socials this summer!

Thank you to Kendall Weir for working as a 
Counselor in Training at the grade school 
camp at Suttle Lake. “Her work as a cabin 
counselor, counselor, and activities helper 
were valuable to making the experience 
joyful for the campers”.

Thank you to Bailey Wood for working as a 
Counselor at the middle school camp. "Her 
presence as a counselor continues to bless 
our campers”.

Thanks to all those who set up, cleaned-up, and welcomed our 
Presbyterian neighbors to our annual get Labor Day get-together. 

Special thanks to Graham Kislingbury and Charlotte Houser.
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This is a bar graph showing the number of 

volunteers for the Community Meal for the 
month of August.

This is a bar graph showing the number of 

volunteer hours for the Community Meal for 

the month of August.

This is a bar graph showing the number of 

plates served at the Community Meal for 
the month of August.

This is a bar graph showing the amount of 

donations given at the Community Meal for 

the month of August.

By The Numbers
Community Meal
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By The Numbers
Worship Attendance & Giving

Giving for the Month of August
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Sunday, September 17: 
8:00 AM Worship in the Round

9:00 AM Sundays @ Nine

10:10 AM Worship/Choir sings

12:00 PM Becoming Shepherds

Monday, September 18: 
4:00 PM Community Meal Steering Committee 
Meeting

Tuesday, September 19: 
Pastor Douglass Anne’s Sabbath 
4:30-6:30 PM Community Meal 

Wednesday, September 20: 
Pastor Tim’s Sabbath 
10:00-11:30 AM Book Study 

3:30 PM Just Keep Slimming

Thursday, September 21: 
1:00-3:00 PM Reiki

Friday, September 22: 
10:30 AM Bible Study

Sunday, September 24: 
8:00 AM Worship in the Round 
9:00 AM Sundays @ Nine 
10:10 AM Pet Blessing Service @ Bryant Park

Monday, September 25: 
DA at Bethany Fellows (Sep 25-29)

6:30 PM Elder’s Meeting

Tuesday, September 26: 
Pastor Douglass Anne’s Sabbath 
4:30-6:30 PM Community Meal 

Wednesday, September 27: 
Pastor Tim’s Sabbath 
10:00-11:30 AM Book Study

3:30 PM Just Keep Slimming

6:00-7:00 PM Holy Sips

Thursday, September 28: 
1:00-3:00 PM Reiki

Friday, September 29: 
10:30 AM Bible Study

Saturday, September 30: 
9:00 AM Booth @ Farmer’s Market


Sunday, September 3: 
10:00 AM Joint Worship Service & Potluck 
Brunch with the United Presbyterian Church

12:00 PM Program Cabinet Meeting

Monday, September 4: 
Labor Day

Office is CLOSED

10:00-12:00 AM Prayer Shawl

Tuesday, September 5: 
4:30-6:30 PM Community Meal

Wednesday, September 6: 
Pastor Tim’s Sabbath 
10:00-11:30 AM Book Study

3:30 PM Just Keep Slimming

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, September 7: 
1:00-3:00 PM Reiki

7:00 PM Nominating Committee Meeting

Friday, September 8: 
10:30 AM Bible Study

6:00-9:00 PM Parent’s Night Out

Sunday, September 10: 
8:00 AM Worship in the Round

9:00 AM Sundays @ Nine

9:30 AM Pop-up Choir

10:10 AM Worship

11:45 PM Congregational Meeting

4:00 PM Children and Youth Pizza/Pool Party

Monday, September 11:

6:30-8:00 PM Board Meeting

Tuesday, September 12: 
Pastor Douglass Anne’s Sabbath 
4:30-6:30 PM Community Meal

Wednesday, September 13: 
Pastor Tim’s Sabbath 
10:00-11:30 AM Book Study

3:30 PM Just Keep Slimming

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, September 14: 
1:00-3:00 PM Reiki

7:00 PM Mindfulness @ Terry Wood's

Friday, September 15: 
10:30 AM Bible Study
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
+true community 

+deep spirituality 
+passion for justice


