
! ! 1

GOOD NEWS
January 13, 2016

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH (Disciples of Christ) 432 Ferry St. SW, Albany, OR 541-926-8606
Vol. 60, No. 1 Web site: http://www.fccalbany.com/

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2015 HONORED MEMBERS
DON AND WILMA ALBRIGHT

Each year our church names an Honored Member, 
one who has greatly impacted the life of the congrega-
tion through service, time, energy, talent, and so much 
more. 

This year this honor was given to both Don and 
Wilma Albright who have a deep dedi-
cation to FCC Albany and its many 
ministries and programs. It would have 
been impossible to give the award to 
one and not the other because they are 
almost always working together when 
helping the church and community.

Some words that describe the Al-
brights are creative, persistent, crafty, 
hard-working, determined, generous, 
loyal, dedicated, passionate, hospita-
ble, and always willing to lend a hand. 

For Don and Wilma, church and 
family are two of the most important 
things in life and this can be seen in the time they spend 
here at the church, volunteering each week for the 
Community Meal, participating in the Prayer Shawl 
gathering, making coffee on Sunday mornings and 
greeting everyone who comes in the building.

Don worked at the paper mill in Millersburg, was a 
member of the Albany school board, the East Albany 
Lions Club, and the Albany Jaycees, helping during 
some of the most successful years of the Albany World 
Championship Timber Carnival. Active in the early days 
of the Boys and Girls Club and FISH of Albany, their 
service to community has been pretty amazing. 

Wilma was with him throughout all of that, 52 years’ 
worth, keeping track of the calendar and keeping him on 
track while they also raised daughters Donna and Deb-
bie. 

For awhile, they owned a gift and hobby shop called 
the “Pink Elephant,” which is the reason they acquired 
the pink pachyderm that you have probably seen holding 
their mailbox.

It was their dream that began the wonderful Christ-
mas Storybook Land and for 38 
years they have poured their 
hearts into it, helping it grow and 
flourish. They have also been ac-
tive volunteers for the Albany 
Carousel project and are avid 
Ducks fans, as you can tell by ei-
ther the neon yellow he wears or 
the pictures of the Ducks logo she 
posts on Facebook. 
    Long-time members of FCC, 
they have served in almost every 
capacity possible, including long-

time board secretary and auction-
eer for the Harvest of Hope Auction. Nowadays, you’ll 
see them setting up tables and chairs for Community 
Meal on Monday and every week they are here, volun-
teering for the community meal whether baking, serv-
ing, greeting, or anything else that needs someone to do 
it! They are both here before 7:30 each Sunday morning 
to get coffee going and get everything set up for the 8 
a.m. Worship in the Round service. They are also in-
credible supporters of our youth, opening their home 
every year for our youth to create the wreaths that fund 
mission trips and other opportunities. 

These two are an incredible part of our community 
and our church family. Congratulations to the Albrights, 
our Honored Members for 2015. 

http://www.fccalbany.com
http://www.fccalbany.com
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Church Family News
In Our Prayers
Nancy Robb, whoʼs having knee surgery
Allen Campbell, who broke his hip
Jace Lukenbaugh
Family of Gregg Cruzan, who died
Family of Evelyn Campbell, who died
Family of John Phillips, who died
Nelson family, as they grieve the
                  death of Colleenʼs mother
Rollie Bilyeu, 
      who is undergoing chemotherapy
Harryette Anderson
JoAn Widmer
Terry Wood
Larry Stothoff
Linda Bricker
Jan Goby
Fern Dixon"
Joan Miner
Kathleen, daughter of Emily Killin,
               diagnosed with cancer

Attendance and Giving
Sunday, Jan. 3
Attendance 68 
General Fund giving $4,441
Building Fund giving $745

Sunday, Jan. 10
Attendance 125 
General Fund giving $4,846
Building Fund giving $650
        Donations for camps: $518
        Donations for mission trip: $886
General Fund giving in Jan. $9,287
Amount needed monthly $24,322
Building Fund giving in Jan. $1,395
Amount needed monthly $8,950

OUR MISSION
is to be a faithful, growing church 

that demonstrates true community, 
deep Christian spirituality, and a 

passion for justice.

IN LOVING MEMORY
GREGG CRUZAN • EVELYN CAMPBELL• JOHN PHILLIPS

In the month of December, we lost three of our members who en-
riched our lives and contributed to our church life.

Evelyn Campbell joined our church in 2010 and was active in our 
prayer shawl ministry, Reiki prayer ministry, Community Meal and 
Christian Women’s Fellowship. She faithfully attended worship and her 
bright smile warmed any room that she entered. She was a gracious, lov-
ing presence among us. The service to celebrate her life will be at 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 16 in our sanctuary. 

John Phillips joined our church in 2001 and was an active participant 
in our worship life and at our Community Meal. He enjoyed greeting 
people, and sharing stories with everyone he met. A service to celebrate 
his life will be on Friday, Jan. 15, at Aasum Funeral Home.

Gregg Cruzan became a member of our church in 2014 and brought 
his musical gifts with him. He joined our church choir and shared his 
love of music. He also had a love for model trains and helped with the 
trains at Storybook Land. A service to celebrate his life will be at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 16, at the Presbyterian Church. 

If you have an interest in being baptized this spring, please tell one of 
the pastors. A pastor’s class to prepare for baptism will be formed if there 
is interest. 

  *****************
Congratulations to Dena Minato and Dave Kullowatz, proud grand-

parents of Jourdan Rose, born at 7:48 a.m. Friday, Jan.8 in Seattle where 
Matthias and Erin are living. 

GARY GOBY’S WOODWORK AT THE CANCER CENTER
On Saturday, Jan. 23, from 1-4 p.m. there will be a grand opening of 

the new Samaritan Pastega Regional Cancer Center in Corvallis. Gary 
Goby created furnishings for the center, including numerous tables, the 
donor wall and counters. You will have the chance to go see Gary’s 
woodworking at the open house and tour the cancer center.



First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Albany, OR 97321                                         Good News • January 13, 2016! 3

LOOKING AHEAD
Jan. 17, 24, 31
Racism workshops led by Kerry 
McQuillin and Terasita Alverez- 
Cortez after worship. RSVP if 
you plan to attend. 

Feb. 20-21
Womenʼs Weekend at Silver 
Falls Conference Center

Feb. 27
9-4  Envisioning Our Journey

March 17-26
Mission trip to Mexico

June 25
3 p.m. Ordination of Doug Col-
lins

July 31 -Aug. 5
Regional summer camps for 
middle school and high school

Aug. 8-12
Regional summer camp for ele-
mentary school children

Aug. 26-27
Family Camp at Tumalo 

TRUE COMMUNITY

Would you like to offer a 
testimonial in worship about 
what you value about being a 
part of this faith community. If 
so, contact Eric Dale at 
fccalbany.eric@gmail.com.

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
1896 - 2015

At our congregational gathering on Jan. 10, we celebrated more than 
100 years of Christian Women’s Fellowship. The group has decided to 
disband in the new year but we took a look back at all the years of fellow-
ship, study and mission outreach that marked this group.

In 1896, Mrs. M.L. Veal was the CWF president. She was followed 
by these faithful women who took up the leadership duties: Nellie Jones, 
Irene Newport, Beulah Warren, Dorothy Brunson, Nola Swanson, Janet 
Harpole, Laverne Bilyeu, Florence Pritchard, Cheryl Hersom, Joyce Ar-
nott, Ann Ayers, Nita Campbell, Jan Hagemeister, Vicky Heintzman, and 
Cathy Feeney. 

CWF put on Christmas bazaars and rummage sales, catered meals, 
served receptions, raffled off gift baskets, hosted Lenten lunches, took 
homemade pies to Turner Retirement Home, collected Mega Foods re-
ceipts and much more in order to raise funds to donate to mission trips, 
camp scholarships, and also give to both local organizations such as Fish, 
Helping Hands, and ABC House and denominational funds such as the 
Disciples Mission Fund. In 2015 they gave more than $2,000. From 1970 
to the present, $112,548 has been given. Quite an accomplishment.

The group has also helped with furnishings for the church, which con-
tinues to benefit from their giving projects of earlier years. Much of what 
is used in the kitchen was purchased by CWF – the china dishes, glasses, 
goblets, kitchen pots, pans, tablecloths, and stainless dinnerware. Some 
purchases have come and gone such as a refrigerator, a range, window 
treatments, couch, chairs, storage cabinets but when they were given, the 
items met the needs of the day.

Forty-three years ago there were three study groups within CWF and 
each was named for an active missionary. The groups studied, prayed and 
had fellowship together each month. The members were a great support 
to each other. Many women took their turns in leadership roles and the 
group continued its mission under the steady hands of so many faithful 
women. 

Our church and region have been so blessed to have an active CWF 
which gave so much to others. Thank you.

mailto:fccalbany.eric@gmail.com
mailto:fccalbany.eric@gmail.com
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DEEP CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY

SAVE THE DATE!
In the new year, the Transition Team will host an exciting opportunity 
for you to envision the future of the church. Mark your calendars now 

and plan to attend. More details will come in the new year.

ENVISIONING OUR JOURNEY
Saturday, Feb. 27

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Nadine Wood, 
Transition Team 
chair

REIKI IN JANUARY 
• Thursdays 1-3 p.m. - Contact Terry Wood.
• Saturday, Jan. 23, 9-11 a.m. - Reiki gathering 

and quarterly meeting. Enjoy light snacks and meet to 
share visions for 2016. The group will discuss special 
trainings, healing worship services and more. Please 
come plan our Reiki ministry in the new year.

REGISTER NOW 
FOR WOMEN’S WEEKEND

Planning is underway for the Women’s Weekend 
set for Feb. 20-21 at Silver Falls Conference Center. 
Debbie Burchfiel, Kris McLaughlin, Christine Webb 
and Douglass Anne Cartwright have selected the 
theme “Frames of Reference.” This year the group 
will explore how we understand the world, ourselves 
and others.

Registration is underway with a deadline for res-
ervations of Jan. 31 to avoid paying for spaces that 
are not needed. 

AN INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE! 
How can we, as a church, learn to respond with 

greater vitality, effectiveness and faithfulness to a rap-
idly changing world? How can we become renewed 
and revitalized as we plan for our future?

Beginning Jan. 13 (10 a.m.), the Wednesday Morn-
ing Book Group will begin reading “Changing the 
Conversation: A Third Way for Congregations” by An-
thony B. Robinson. This book is one that the Transi-
tion Team is asking us all to read in preparation for the 
“Envisioning our Journey” event which will take place 
on Feb. 27.

This several-week class will include outside read-
ing (encouraged but not required) coupled with short 
in-class readings and lots of conversation. This is a 
welcoming and enthusiastic group excited to delve into 
ways we can become a “changed church” by exploring 
ten different conversations in order to learn new ways 
to frame issues and situations. We will discover, as the 
author puts it, “what God is up to in our time and how 
we are called to respond.” All who are interested are 
invited to attend.

Books will be available at the class. If you have a 
book prior to class, and are so inclined, please read the 
introduction and first two chapters (through page 36). 
The book is available through Amazon.com and is also 
available in Kindle format.

http://Amazon.com/
http://Amazon.com/


First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Albany, OR 97321                                         Good News • January 13, 2016! 5

PASSION FOR JUSTICE

RACISM WORKSHOPS START THIS SUNDAY
Beginning this Sunday and continuing Jan. 24 and 31, we will be offering a workshop 

to learn more about racism and how it is woven into the fabric of our society and woven 
into us. 

Come to the racism workshops to become more aware of actions we can take to rec-
ognize prejudice and to promote justice. Join us for worship, lunch and then the work-
shop which will conclude by 2 p.m.

The series will be presented by Kerry McQuillin and Teresita Alverez-Cortez, who 
work in the Office of Equity and Inclusion at OSU. 

We encourage you to attend the entire series, but each session will be designed to 
stand alone if you can only come to one or two.

Child care will be provided if you indicate your need for it when you sign up.
If you haven’t signed up for Jan. 17, please call the church office at 541-926-8606 

today. The team would like to know how many people to prepare for. 
In preparation for Sunday, there are articles to read. Paper copies are available in the 

church office or you can receive them via an e-mail.
Thanks to the elders who are preparing the food for this Sunday.

Thanks to Kerry 
McQuillin, daughter 
of Kris McLaughlin, 
who preached on 
Jan. 10.

Connor Welsh, Bennett Edwards, Ryan Nelson and 
Henry Catlin on the serving line at the brunch.

Kendall Weir, Alyssa Nelson, and Haley Weir helped 
with the congregational brunch on Sunday. 

Mission trip participants: Ryan Nelson, Haley Weir, Alyssa Nelson, Bennett Edwards, Connor Welsh, Doug-
lass Anne Cartwright, Will Radtke, and Kendall Weir
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UPCOMING EVENTS FOR YOUTH

1/17, 1/24, 1/31 Workshops on Privilege and
Racism (we’ll have an all-youth table)
Sign up in the church office.

1/17 and 1/24 
Bottle & Can Drives for Mission Trip

1/19 Faith & FroYo, 7-8 p.m. at Yogurt Extreme,
2536 Santiam Hwy. SE

1/20 DA’s Office hours 2-4 p.m. at Monkey Fridays
located in the Two Rivers Market downtown

2/27 Envisioning Our Journey, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Come and help shape the future of our church. 

January 17 and 24

Our mission trip participants are 
collecting bottles and cans to raise 

funds for their trip
to Mexico in March.

You can bring them to church and 
put them in the upstairs kitchen.


